
 

GIVING, HEART, FAITH, Luke 21 - the widow who gives all she has.  MONEY 

 

1And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 2And He saw a poor widow putting in 

two small copper coins. 3And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; 4for 

they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.” 

Luke 21 
 

Of course as we look at any texts our interest is always to learn what Jesus is saying to us. What is Jesus 

telling us and the audience when he says this to the disciples? 

 

JESUS WATCHES PEOPLE GIVING - Jesus has VERY GOOD EYES, PERSPECTIVE.  

1. It says the Jesus looked up and saw the rich. And He saw the poor widow. 

2. Jesus was an observer and in his wisdom he could watch people and see exactly what they were 

doing. 

a.  "There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of 

Him with whom we have to do." Heb. 4:13 
b. Jesus sees the good and the evil, He decides what is right and wrong. He judges the thoughts 

and intentions of men.  

3. What can be seen? 

a. What can be seen is the two coins worth a penny giving more than what the rich were giving 

from their excess.  

b. What they are giving.  One gives everything. The other gives from his excess. 

c. What were the rich doing? Comparatively speaking, one person that Jesus observed gave 

sacrificially and others that Jesus observed did not. That is not to say that what they gave was 

not substantial. 

d. Jesus is watching what we trust. Our faith. Our hearts.  

 

THE "RICH" HAVE A SPECIAL HURDLE TO OVERCOME - Money!  I thought this was once a year! 

1. Money really can be a great hindrance to getting to heaven.  

2. The rich young ruler we looked at in Luke 18 could not let go of the "one thing he lacked". In the next 

chapter we saw that Zacchaeus did understand and immediately vowed to give much wealth and to 

repay any he had cheated. "Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 

possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four 

times as much.” Luke 19:8.  
3. Someone wrote that that word for "rich" means "fully resourced by having God's 'muchness'". 

4. Giving from Surplus does not equal sacrifice.  



 

a. Abraham "the friend of God" (Jas 2:23), was "rich in livestock, silver and gold" (Gen 13:2). 
b. Isaac: "12Now Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. And the 

LORD blessed him, 13and the man became rich, and continued to grow richer until he became 

very wealthy; 14for he had possessions of flocks and herds and a great household, so that the 

Philistines envied him.…" (Gen. 26:12-14).  
c. Jacob: "So the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks and female and 

male servants and camels and donkeys." (Gen. 30:43). 
d. Job: "His possessions also were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female 

donkeys, and very many servants; and that man was the greatest of all the [a]men of the east." 

(Job 1:3).  
5. When you have more possessions, we must work harder to rely on God.  

a. "Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 

man to enter the kingdom of God." Mt. 19:24 
6.  Jesus does not exempt the poor from giving.  

a. It says, "He saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins." Wouldn't it be understandable 

if she gave nothing? Wouldn't we give her a pass? I mean the poor Widow who is living off of 

government pension and is barely making it to pay for her groceries wouldn't we give her a 

pass and say she doesn't need to give anything? 

b. A poor woman cannot say w/o COMPLETELY missing the mark - that if I had excess or surplus 

like the rich that then I would give.  

c. We are to give to the poor, so why would Go expect for them to turn around and give?!  

d. My children were pretty poor when growing up. But we parents teach our children that once 

you are old enough to have money and get stuff, you are old enough to put aside and give to 

God.  

e. Jesus did not stop the widow from giving; He commended her.  

7.  Is the problem that of being rich? No, except that it is easier to give from Surplus when you have 

Surplus then to give when you have no Surplus. IT'S JUST THAT THE RICH HAVE A SURPLUS TO 

ONLY GIVE FROM! 

 

THINGS TO CONSIDER: Things that are Hard to Talk about from the Pulpit: 

1. Talking about Personal Things: How to spend your Money. When I read this a thought comes to mind. 

The concern over meddling in other people's business and how they handle their money. 

a. Like telling people how to raise their children or other family matters, or what to think of the 

Minnesota Vikings (both of those things are right up there at the top), money is a bit hard 

subject. 



 

i. If you house is a shrine to a football team and not to Jesus, that's a BIG problem. If we 

discipline our children more for grades and spending than we do for being kind and 

disrespecting God, it's a problem. - There I go again!  

b. Can I say something? God is "meddling".  And if you read His Word. Luke 21 is "meddling".  

c. God is telling us He is EXTREMELY interested in this money you have because it becomes 

god. 

2. Money and having stuff is not evil.  

a. "10For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered 

away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs." 1 Tim. 6:10  

b. The accumulation of stuff is as old as man and not intrinsically wrong or right. It might be that I 

have too much.  
3. God loves a sacrificial gift. BOILING IT DOWN TO THE ESSENCE, faith! 

a. It might be that NOT enough attention has been given to giving. 

4. The greater the blessings, the greater the giving. Greater blessings prompt greater response 

a. People often give little or without sacrifice because they do not grasp the gift of God. "40And 

Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he replied, “Say it, 

Teacher.” 41“A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42“When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them 

will love him more?” 43Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” 

And He said to him, “You have judged correctly.” 44Turning toward the woman, He said to 

Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but 

she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45“You gave Me no kiss; but 

she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46“You did not anoint My head 

with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47“For this reason I say to you, her sins, which 

are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 

Luke 7:40-47.  
b. Bill Gates: My mother, who was filled with pride the day I was admitted here-never stopped 

pressing me to do more for others. A few days before my wedding, she hosted a bridal event, 

at which she read aloud a letter about marriage that she had written to Melinda. My mother was 

very ill with cancer at the time, but she saw one more opportunity to deliver her message, and 

at the close of the letter she said: “From those to whom much is given, much is expected.” 

~Harvard University, 2007 

c.   

5. We should avoid watching people to see what they are giving. 2 Cor. 10:12 Comparing self to... 

a. Be careful because our eyes cannot see what God sees in others. We have to be careful about 

judging.  



 

6. Giving Money or Time cannot be a substitute for being a decent person. 

a. When Jesus speaks of the Pharisees he criticized their giving. My point in bringing this up is 

that all giving is not equal, and all giving is not acceptable to God. There are various factors 

involved which are to be considered when giving. 

b. Luke 11:42, "But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of 

garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should 

have done without neglecting the others." 

c. God has told us what He wants. Not show. Not mere outward gifts. He wants us to love. To do 

good. To serve Him from out spirits.  

d. "He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do 

justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?" Mich 6:8. 


